Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 HONG K 01511 110224Z 

70 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-06 ISO-OO NEA-09 L-02 JUSE-00 CAB-02 

CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 

SCCT-01 USSS-00 AID-05 SY-04 FBIE-00 /044W 

101558 

R 100942Z FEB 75 
FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
SECSTATE WASHDC 3790 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HONG KONG 1511 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CPRS, PFOR, ETRD, TH, IN, HK 
SUB J : CIV AIR: SUSPECTED SABOTAGE 

REFS: A) BANGKOK 2243 B) HONG KONG 1450 

1. WITH RESPECT TO QUESTION RAISED IN PARA 2 REFTELA, 

WE BELIEVE AN APPROACH TO THE HKG WOULD NOT BE PRODUCTIVE. 

AS WAS MENTIONED IN REFTEL B, THE PENALTIES UNDER THE 
APPLICABLE LEGISLATION ARE LIGHT AND WHEN WEIGHED AGAINST THE 
COST OF EXTRADITION WOULD MAKE THE EXERCISE APPEAR MORE THAN 
FAINTLY RIDICULOUS. THIS IS NOT A REMOTE RISK. THE PRESS HAS BEEN 
GUNNING FOR THE AIRPORT SECURITY PERSONNEL EVER SINCE A NUMBER 
OF REPORTERS WERE FINED FOR THEIR OVERLY ZEALOUS COVERAGE OF 
THE DEPORTATION OF SOME ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS FROM VIET NAM. 

2. MORE BASICALLY, THIS INCIDENT UNDERLINES THE INADEQUACY 

OF THE LEGAL UNDERPINNINGS FOR THE HK AIRPORT SECURITY SYSTEM. 
WE PLAN TO DISCUSS THIS ASPECT WITH HKG CIVIL AVIATIONOFFICIALS 
AS PART OF OUR LONG-STANDING CONCERN TO UPGRADE 
AIRPORT SECURITY HERE. 
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